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Act now to make a climate change difference  

Actions can be taken now to tackle the climate change emergency in the South of 

England, the audience at the South Down Network’s first COP26 webinar were told. 

One of the key speakers, former transport minister Noman Baker, said: “It doesn’t 

have to be like this. There’s a different way of doing things which will give us the 

climate answers to tackling the climate emergency.” 

Stopping the proposed expansion of Gatwick Airport would stop a further one million 

tonnes of CO2 entering the atmosphere every year, said speaker Sally Pavey, chair 

of Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emissions, CAGNE. Dr Alister Scott, chair of 

Cuckmere Community Solar, spoke of the potential of community solar energy 

projects to allow groups to share the benefits of cheaper, more predicably-priced 

energy. 

The free online webinar on 27 October, Emissions and Pollution from Transport, was 

the first of three events organised by the South Downs Network, looking at the local 

issues being raised by the international COP26 climate change summit. A video of 

the highlights of the event can be seen on the South Downs Network’s website.  

Norman Baker, adviser to the Campaign for Better Transport, described the 

Government’s decision to reduce the domestic air passenger duty just before COP26 

as “indefensible”, particular as there was no tax on aviation fuel. Smart thinking, not 

just in towns and cities, but in rural areas, was needed to encourage people to make 

more use public transport following the Covid pandemic.  
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“We need a mind shift. We must think more creatively about fares,” he said. A fares 

freeze was just a beginning. Season ticket price reductions between Eastbourne and 

Lewes had helped make that section of the line busier and more profitable. Train 

travel is now more about leisure than work. With so many more people working from 

home, making Fridays an off-peak day made sense, as did running more services on 

Sundays to meet a growing need. Higher car parking charges needed to be 

complemented by more bus and cycle lanes, as has happened at Nottingham, 

Brighton and Oxford. 

Between 2011 and 2021, he said, bus fares have increased by 77%, train fares by 

36 %. The cost of living has increased by 28%, but motoring costs have only 

increased by 9%. 

As well as the increase in carbon emissions, Sally Pavey said the expansion of 

Gatwick Airport would see more air freight. This would then mean more pollution 

from large lorries. “At Heathrow, 6% of the vehicle trips are by freight vehicles yet 

they cause 36% of the vehicle emissions,” she said. 

Some 15% of the British public account for over 70% of all of UK international flights. 

She urged people to take part in the Gatwick Airport expansion consultation on the 

airport’s website, which closes on 1 December, and also to join CAGNE’s Pledge to 

Fly Less campaign. 

Dr Alister Scott is chair of Cuckmere Community Solar, a community solar farm 

working with Riding Sunbeams to use its energy to provide electricity to power local 

railway services in a sustainable way. 

The climate change and natural habitat emergencies seemed so great, he said, that 

people had become disengaged, leading to a Disengagement Emergency. 

Community energy projects, like the solar farm at Berwick, helped people to get 

involved again. 

The Berwick solar farm is the first what could be 50 solar farms providing sustainable 

power for railways in southern England. 

“Community engagement is a sleeping giant,” he said. “It helps people connect to the 

land, energy and their neighbours. It gives people the opportunity to put their money 

into building a solar farm and earning a decent – not huge - return. It can provide a 

cheaper and more predictably priced energy.”  
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“We need to stop think about being consumers, and start thinking as citizens. When 

we think about things as a civic citizen, we look at these issues differently.” 

For more details about all these issues, watch the webinar broadcast on the South 

Downs Network website. 

Emissions and Pollution from Transport is the first of three free webinars planned by 

the South Downs Network to coincide with the international climate change 

conference, COP26.  The second webinar, Climate Change, Global Warming & 

Pollution and their effects on Nature & Wildlife, will take place on Thursday 25 

November, from 6pm to 7.30pm. 

The date of the third free event, Sustainable Development and Living, will be 

announced shortly. 

The South Downs Network is a voluntary organisation campaigning on 

environmental issues across the South Downs National Park in East Sussex, West 

Sussex and Hampshire with the aim of a sustainable future and meeting the carbon 

challenge. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Vic Ient, 
Volunteer Organiser, 
South Downs Network, 
T: 07788720929. 
E:  vic.ient.SDN@gmail.com  
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Sally Pavey is a founder member and chair of CAGNE, 

Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emissions. Since it 

was founded in 2014, CAGNE has diversified as an 

umbrella community group to embrace the many issues 

that Gatwick presents on a daily and nightly basis. Its 

Pledge to Fly Less campaign seeks to educate the flyer 

about the impact that flying has on the planet. She is also a 

trustee of CPRE Sussex and has years of marketing 

experience with international business, media and event 

organising.  She is well-known in the community as a 

campaigner for a greener future for all. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Alister Scott is Chair of Cuckmere Community Solar 

(CCS) and has been working on the project for more than 

eight years. He lives very close to the site and looks forward 

to growing old whilst the project still generates revenues 

from zero-carbon power for investors and the local 

community. 
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Norman Baker was MP for 18 years, holding a number of 

posts both in Government and Opposition including three 

years as Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Transport. He is 

a regular columnist for transport magazines and broadcaster 

on TV and radio, and has been involved in the Brighton-

based, sustainable bus company, The Big Lemon.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

See us on social media: 
 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/SDN_SouthDowns 

 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthDownsNetwork 

 
Linked In:  https://www.linkedin.com/company/south-downs-network/ 
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