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Spring News 

The government’s proposals on 
Planning, the Environment and 
Agriculture are being passed into 
legislation or are appearing as White 
Papers or other forms of consultation. 

Taken as a whole, the proposals present Sussex 
communities, farmers and conservation bodies 
with large scale and long-term uncertainty and 
real threats to nature and our landscape. CPRE 
Sussex is working very hard to raise awareness 
of all aspects of these issues that affect the green 
and open spaces of Sussex whether these be 
in the countryside or in our villages, towns and 
cities. 

CPRE Sussex’s volunteer planning team work 
enormously hard on your behalf, and many 
members and affiliated action groups were active 
in campaigning  to defeat the mutant algorithm 
that would have seen much of Sussex built on 
inappropriately. We met with local MPs (and 
are still meeting with them), ran a social media 
campaign and influenced the thinking across 
the CPRE national network. Although the mutant 
algorithm was withdrawn by the government 
under all this pressure, we are still campaigning 

against the unfairness inherent in the current 
method for setting housing numbers and pointing 
out the weak evidence base behind the system. 
We are particularly concerned about the amount 
of development being allowed by local authorities 
in the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. This is a betrayal of the beauty of the 
AONB that should be protected. The government 
claim beauty is at the heart of its thinking on 
planning. The new CPRE report Beauty Still 
Betrayed (available on our website) gives detailed 
information showing that across the country this 
does not appear to be the case. 

Next up will be the proposals contained in the 
Planning and Environment Bills. On Planning, 
the government proposes to make your local 
authorities place land into just two categories: 
one for development and one for protection. 
Once land is classified for development 
local communities will be unable to influence 
development as they can now – developers 
will get automatic outline planning permission. 
Even senior conservatives are on record as 
describing the proposals as not much better 
than a developer’s charter. There seem to be no 
guarantees that protected land will remain that – 
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indeed, there are suggestions that development 
will still be possible in the so-called protected 
area through the planning system as we currently 
know it. So far, there is not enough detail on 
mechanisms to deliver the kind of affordable 
housing that local families and young people really 
need.

The CPRE Sussex planning team win their 
evidence-based arguments in many Sussex 
Districts on a whole range of situations. This 
helps see proposals withdrawn, turned down or 
improved. Local communities always play a vital 
part in these cases and the evidence the planning 
team provides helps local voices count with 
decision-makers. 

Just one example shows what can be done: 
Balcombe in Mid-Sussex had been the subject 
of a sequence of proposals to extract tight oil 
by unconventional extraction. Local residents 
and some MPS campaigned hard against this 
and CPRE Sussex’s voice has been a constant 
one pointing up how such plans increasingly ran 
contrary to the government’s own policies on 
climate change. I am delighted to be able to tell 
you that all these strong arguments helped win 
the day when West Sussex minerals planning 
committee unanimously refused the application to 
explore further. Barring any appeal, this is a real 
win for a community who have developed some 
innovative approaches to providing their own 
energy from renewable sources.

We remain concerned about many aspects of the 
Governments’ proposals on Planning, Environment 
and Agriculture because there could be a 
continuing erosion of protected landscapes of all 
kinds, a dilution of protections for the environment 
and a transfer of costs from the private to the 
public sector that local authorities are ill equipped 
to handle. On top of all that, key aspects of 
schemes through which farmers will be paid for 

delivering environmental services, such as flood 
risk reduction or increase biodiversity, are still to 
be clarified. All this makes it hard for communities 
to plan for truly sustainable development. CPRE 
Sussex will continue  working with other bodies 
to extend the idea of ‘wildling’ land where that is 
an appropriate solution to a mix of issues.

We can only keep the pressure on to find 
sustainable solutions to matters such as housing 
and climate change if we can continue to run our 
very professional office team. That means raising 
about £40,000 each year if we are not to draw 
down on reserves that have fallen quite quickly in 
recent years.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our 
winter appeal. We raised over £12,800 with gift 
aid which is helping us to support communities 
across Sussex who are fighting for local 
democracy and the green spaces they treasure. 
You can visit the district pages of our website to 
find out more about our work in your local area 
at www.cpresussex.org.uk – news from your  
district.
 
If you would like to donate to CPRE Sussex’s 
efforts to make the future of Sussex resilient and 
sustainable you can do so on our website: www.
cpresussex.org.uk – make a donation.

As a small charity with the equivalent of just over 
one full time member of staff, every penny you 
donate makes a huge difference to the work 
we can do. As part of ongoing measures to cut 
our costs, this Spring news update is only being 
mailed in hard copy to those members without 
email. To help us keep you informed and if you 
have an email address which you are happy for us 
to use, please let the office know by emailing 
info@cpresussex.org.uk

https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/news-from-your-district/
https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/make%20a%20donation/
mailto:info@cpresussex.org.uk


Working hard on your behalf: 
campaigns update
Damaging changes to the planning 
system
We recently wrote a joint letter with the Sussex 
Wildlife Trust to all MPs in Sussex to explain our 
concerns that the Government’s damaging plans 
to dismantle and further weaken the planning 
system will not deliver the best outcome for 
people and the natural environment. We are in 
discussions with MPs Maria Caulfield, Caroline 
Ansell and Gillian Keegan and will strive to reach 
more MPs over the next few weeks in advance 
of the impending Planning Bill. We are deeply 
concerned that the proposed changes will 
further silence communities by taking away local 
people’s ability to have their say in shaping their 
neighbourhoods.

Nature recovery networks and the 
Knepp Estate development
We have been contacted by many members 
expressing concern over development proposals 
next to the Knepp rewilding project. CPRE has 
signed an open letter challenging these plans: 
www.cpresussex.org.uk – Housing threat to 
nature network: Knepp Estate, West Sussex. 
We are concerned that the emerging Environment 
Bill does not give strong enough protections for 
nature and will be campaigning further on this 
issue.

Threats to Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONBs)
New research by CPRE shows that since 2012, 
the amount of greenfield land in England’s Areas 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) that 
will be built on has more than doubled (129% 
increase.) AONBs are some of our most precious 
landscapes, but even though these areas 
theoretically have the strongest protections in 
national policy, in reality they are falling foul to an 
increasing amount of housing development: 
www.cpresussex.org.uk – More ‘Crown 
jewels’ of Sussex countryside under threat.

Mapping Sussex’s Dark Skies 
We received funding from the South Downs 
National Park Authority and the High Weald AONB 
unit to update our Dark Skies Map for Sussex. 
This will show how light pollution has changed 
since 2012. Light pollution is a visible sign of 
wasted energy and associated carbon emissions 
and can have serious implications for wildlife and 
the health and wellbeing of local communities. 
We hope to use the updated map this winter to 
show best practice and tackle the worst polluters. 
(Photo with kind permission of Steve Geliot)

Sussex’s Dark Skies

https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/news/housing-threat-to-nature-network-knepp-estate-west-sussex/
https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/resources/more-crown-jewels-of-sussex-countryside-under-threat/


Local Elections 2021
We produced a ‘local manifesto’ in the run up 
to the recent local elections and sent this to all 
candidates for East and West Sussex County 
Councils where emails were available. You 
can find our manifesto on our website: www.
cpresussex.org.uk – Manifesto for the 2021 
local elections

Supporting community 
projects 
In Eastbourne, as part of the Eco Action Network/
Treebourne project, we successfully secured 
match funding from the East Sussex County 
Council Stronger Communities Fund alongside a 
successful Crowdfunder to help increase the tree 
canopy of the town. This money has been used, in 
addition to other sources of funding, to help local 
volunteers plant 14,000 trees.

In Brighton, the Plant Your Postcode Project 
(which is generously Supported by The Rampion 
Fund at Sussex Community Foundation and 
the National Lottery Community Fund) has 
supported community tree planting at a range of 
sites including a hedge at Hove Junior School, 
a community garden at the Wellsbourne Health 
centre and a community orchard at Sylvan Hall 
housing estate. 
See: www.plantyourpostcode.org.

AGM 2021
Save the date: Saturday, 
25th September 2021
 
We are planning to hold a physical AGM on 
Saturday, 25th September at The Shoreham Centre 
but with Covid uncertainty remaining we will also 
make plans for a virtual event. Formal notice of the 
AGM and papers will be mailed to you nearer the 
time with full details. 

https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/resources/cpre-sussex-manifesto-for-the-2021-local-elections/
https://plantyourpostcode.org/


Survey Results: 
How did your environment change 
during COVID-19 lockdowns?
We asked you to tell us something about 
how your experience of your environment 
changed during the two main lockdowns of 
the pandemic period. 

You told us that during both lockdowns (and 
particularly in the first that began in the Spring of 
2020) your environment was more tranquil with 
clearer skies both in the day (especially) and at 
night. There was also more wildlife visible and 
more audible birdsong. These were all changes 
you welcomed and some commented how these 
changes helped with the lockdown period. More 
details are on our website.

It was clear from national surveys run by CPRE 
and the Women’s Institute and now from The 
Office for National Statistics, that green and open 
spaces have been greatly valued by people and 
the way people interact with their environment 
has changed in various ways. The Countryside 
Code that CPRE originated has now been 
revised by Natural England and let’s hope that 
this helps people understand how to really value 
the countryside and leave no trace behind. 
Several of you commented in our survey how 
Sussex footpaths and bridleways had been 
misused during lockdowns – points we are 
passing on to Natural England. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-countryside-code


How would you like to take part in the 
CPRE Sussex sponsored Hedgerow Hike 
this September? 

During the month of September, we will 
encourage you to get out and about across 
Sussex, hiking, walking, jogging, or even 
running, with a view to raising awareness of the 
importance of hedgerows, whilst raising funds for 
the hard working charity that you so generously 
support.

Whether you wish to walk around your garden, 
stroll around your local area, or take on the South 
Downs Way or High Weald AONB, every step 
you walk will help to continue the work of CPRE 
Sussex. 

We will officially launch on the 1st July and will 
suggest sponsorship distances and walks to give 
you a head start, but you can of course decide 
upon your own distance and your own pace. The 
key thing is that you do this during the month of 
September; a little every day for the month, once a 
week, or just once – you will be helping to sustain 
the countryside and celebrate the often ignored 
hedgerow.

Lots of information about hedgerows, 
sponsorship, walks and activities will appear on 
our website over the coming months and in our 
next Members update. Meanwhile please consider 
September as the month to join with many others 
in celebrating hedgerows. Thank you. 

Join our Hedgerow Hike & raise funds  
for Sussex



Mugs, Bags  
and Greeting Cards
Another big thank you to everyone who has 
supported us by buying the CPRE Sussex 
Christmas cards, which has also helped 
boost funds at this difficult time. 

Following the success of the Christmas cards, 
we now have packs of 10 blank cards available to 
purchase in two designs created by local artists; 
‘Shoals of Stars Swam at my Feet’ by Steve 
Geliot and ‘Cuckmere Haven’ by Carolyn Nicholls. 
These are available to purchase from our website 
for £6 per pack including postage at: www.
cpresussex.org.uk – Buy our CPRE Sussex 
greeting cards
 
To celebrate the creation of our updated dark 
skies map we will be offering 2 packs of cards for 
the price of 1 during the month of June, so snap 
yours up while this great offer lasts! 

Carolyn Nicholls has also very generously offered 
her ‘Cuckmere Haven’ design to be used for bone 
china mugs and tote bags, which make great 
present ideas. These are available to purchase 
from www.etsy.com.

Every purchase generates a £2 donation to CPRE 
Sussex. 

Tours & Talks update
We have agreed with our wonderful 
Tours & Talks volunteer, Lorna Train, to 
postpone the series once again until 
2022.  

We had hoped to run the tours this Summer but 
Coronavirus uncertainty continues and many 
venues understandably cannot commit to opening 
their doors. We are very sorry to disappoint our 
members and very much look forward to seeing 
you in person next year when we hope it will 
be safe to get together. All 2019 ticket holders 
have been contacted separately about their 2019 
bookings. 

A big thank you to everyone who has 
supported our 500 Club. In 2020, we raised 
a total of £1,830 and gave away £614 in prize 
money in monthly draws, with a net gain of 
£1,216 for our funds. 

This is an ideal way to raise money for the Branch 
and we would very much welcome new joiners 
(our licence restricts this to members of CPRE 
Sussex only I’m afraid).

The cost of joining is £10 per share per year 
and draws will take place at the CPRE Sussex 
office each month – that’s 12 chances to win! 
If you would like to join the 500 Club, please 
complete the form enclosed/attached and return 
it to Duncan Lyne, The 500 Club, CPRE Sussex, 
Brownings Farm, Blackboys, Uckfield, East Sussex 
TN22 5HG, or email: 
duncan.lyne@cpresussex.org.uk

Congratulations to our 2020 winners!

500 Club – 
that winning feeling

mailto:duncan.lyne@cpresussex.org.uk
https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/buy-our-cpre-sussex-greeting-cards/
https://www.etsy.com/se-en/listing/964508054/cuckmere-haven-bone-china-mug-brighton & https://www.etsy.com/uk/listing/982379329/cuckmere-haven-tote-bag_12


Finally, I would like to thank the office team, the 
Charity’s Trustees, President and Vice-President 
for all they have done to help CPRE Sussex 
continue to function during the Covid period. All of 
you who have campaigned alongside our efforts 
should also thank yourself for the effort you 
have put in at such a challenging time. We very 
much need to build back so that Society and the 
Economy are more resilient and Sustainable. That 
is the only way of ensuring everyone’s wellbeing 
and that of the countryside around us. Thanks in 
advance for any donations you are able to give.

Yours sincerely,
 

Prof Dan Osborn, Chair

Free series of aviation 
talks starting 24th June 
2021
Gatwick Airport: Unmasked!  
The environmental ramifications of Gatwick 
Airport’s expansion plans.

CAGNE, the umbrella aviation community and 
environment group for Sussex, Surrey and Kent 
are delighted to offer a series of five virtual free 
talks to give you a unique opportunity to hear 
from international experts talking about how 
Gatwick Airport’s plan to rebuild the emergency 
runway as a second runway would further impact 
you, your children’s children and our planet. The 
first talk, ‘Aviation New Technology and Climate 
Facts’, takes place on Thursday, 24th June at 7pm. 
To book your tickets and for more information 
about the series, please visit www.cagne.org or 
email cagnegatwick@gmail.com

Festival of Spring 
series of virtual talks 
2021
We held a successful series of virtual talks 
during February, March and April which were 
both informative and entertaining. 

The talks were well supported and raised nearly 
£2,000 for the Branch. Four of the five talks 
were recorded and are available to download on 
request from lesley.wilson@cpresussex.org.
uk. We are asking for a small donation to match 
the ticket price for this service. Although ticket 
sales are closed, you can find out more about the 
talks on our website.

If you have suggestions for future online talks, 
anticipated for winter 2021/22 then please email 
lesley.wilson@cpresussex.org.uk

Do you want to make your views known on 
a local planning proposal but you’re not sure 
how best to do it? 

The planning system often looks impenetrable to 
those who only use it occasionally or not at all, 
but your views are important if we are to create 
great places to live, work and enjoy and protect 
those things that are important to us. CPRE 
Sussex and the High Weald Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty Partnership are jointly running a 
webinar to show you how to get involved. To 
request the recording of this session, please 
email lesley.wilson@cpresussex.org.uk
 
If this Newsletter reaches you before midday on 
7th June, it is still possible to attend the virtual 
session by booking your place on our website.
 

Free Planning webinar
Monday, 7th June, 4-6pm 
recording available to view

Follow us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/CPRESussex  
and Twitter: @cpresussex

Love the countryside? Join us! 
Or donate www.cpresussex.org.uk/get-
involved

mailto:lesley.wilson@cpresussex.org.uk
mailto:lesley.wilson@cpresussex.org.uk
mailto:lesley.wilson@cpresussex.org.uk
https://cagne.org/
mailto:cagnegatwick@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/CPRESussex
https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/get-involved/
https://twitter.com/CPRESussex



